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Dear Friends,

Throughout its history, the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra has been renowned for the
superior quality of its woodwind playing. The orchestra’s legendary former pnncipals Joseph
Mariano, Robert Sprenkle, Stanley Hasty, and David VanHoesen began a tradition that continues
through the present day. As a testament to this rich legacy, Chamber Music Rochester 15 proud
to present flutist, Rebecca Gilbert, oboist Enk Behr, and clarinetist, Kenneth Grant, in Premier
Winds: Rare Woodwind Chamber Music Performed by RPO Principal Players at 7:30 PM
on Sunday, March 1, at the Memorial Art Gallery.

The program will begin with the Somata for Clarinet and Plano, by Francis Poulenc. An
indispensable staple in the claninet repertoire, the piece is full of wit, melancholy, and Iyricism.
Mext, you will hear the Trio for Flute, Oboe, and Plano by the British composer, Madeleine
Dring. A student of Ralph Vaughan Williams and a clear admirer of Francis Poulenc, this work
15 laced with much of the latter’s sarcastic humor. The slow movement, however, is an inspired
duet of rare beauty. The first half of the concert will end with the powerful Somata for Flute,
Oboe, Clarinet, and Piano, Opus 47 by the French composer, Darius Milhaud, Written in
1918, during the last stages of World War I, this imposing work reflects the agony of its time
with violent dissonances interspersed with moments of surreal introspection. We are fortunate to
introduce you this compelling and unjustly neglected masterpiece.

After intermission, violist Michael Larco will join oboist, Erk Behr and pianist, Joseph Wemner
for a performance of the Two Rhapsodies for Oboe, Viola, and Piano by Charles Martin
Loeffler. Considered an “American Impressiomst” and greatly admired in his day, Loeffler
wrote these two movements with an expansive, orchestral pen. The result 15 a stunning tapestry
of sensuality and color. Our concert will end with a no-holds-barred romp in the Caprice on
Danish and Russian Themes for Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, and Piano, Opus 79 by Charles
Camille Saini-Sagns. No one knew how to have fun without relinquishing taste or craft more
than Saint-Saéns, and this joyous work exhibits all of the above for a fitting finale.

The pre-concert chat will begin, as always, at 7:00 PM and will feature our fabulous wind
players speaking about their lives in music. During intermission, the MAG docents will be
touring selected works from the newly installed American art collection. There will also be an
exhibition dedicated to Abraham Lincoln in the Lockhart Gallery. We look forward to seeing
you again on March 1 at the Memonal Art Gallery!

Sincerely,

Stefan Reuss and Joseph Werner, Co-Artistic Directors
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Chamber Music Rochester presents

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
7:30 P.M. AT THE MEMORIAL ART GALLERY

Call (585) 377-6770 or
www.chambermusicrochester.org




